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its advantages, has its evils. We know now, no less than twelve persons who 
have succumbed to etherization, and these deaths are well authenticated—unhap¬ 
pily, they cannot be doubted.” 

50. Comparative advantages of Ether and Chloroform. —According to M. Sedillot, 
(Proceedings of Acad, of Sri., Jan. 10.) the advantages possessed by chloroform 
over ether are compensated by dangers which should bo pointed out to the pro¬ 
fession. Thus, when, for instance, anmsthesia has been produced by ether, if the 
inhalation be suspended, insensibility may continue for some time, but does not 
become more complete; on the contrary, with chloroform, the pallor, smallness 
of the pulse, weakness of respiration, and coldness of the skin sometimes in¬ 
crease, after the inhaler has been removed, in an alarming manner. Twice M. 
Sedillot seriously feared the consequences of this incessant annihilation of the 
vital functions. Therefore, the professor of Strasbourg thinks it advisable that the 
surgeon be not guided, as in the administration of the vapour of ether, by the slate 
of the respiration, but that he should suspend the inhalation of chloroform when 
muscular relaxation has taken place.— Med. Times, Jan. 22, 1848. 

51. Injurious Effects from Chloroform. —Mr. Beales, of Suffolk, relates ( London 
Med. Gaz., Dec. 24th) the case of a young lady, 27 years of age, in whom chlo¬ 
roform inhalation produced asphyxia and convulsions, and he states that he wit¬ 
nessed an operation for stone, in which violent convulsive action of the extremi¬ 
ties was occasioned by chloroform inhalation. 

Mr. R. Stewart relates, in the London Med. Gaz., (Jan., 1848,) a case of a 
young lady to whom he administered chloroform preparatory to the extraction of 
a tooth. In two minutes slight convulsive twitchings of the muscles of the face 
occurred, to these violent convulsions of the whole body supervened, accompanied 
with loud cries and sobbings ; the pulse was 80, full and hard ; the pupils slightly 
contracted, and the jaws firmly clenched together. She continued convulsed for 
at least ten minutes, and then became tranquil, and sank back for an instant in 
her chair. She then gave way to a few hysterical sobs, and soon recovered. 

At a recent meeting of the Surgical Society of Ireland, Mr. Stapleton stated 
that he had lately tried chloroform in some cases in Jervis Street Hospital. One 
man was put into a sound sleep, but awoke in about a minute afterwards, and 
expressed himself as having been conscious of everything that was done to him; 
while apparently unconscious, he said that he had felt himself pinched, and so 
forth; but was unable to resist or give any indication of feeling. A resident pupil 
of the hospital had tried it a day or two ago, and was very merry during its action; 
to-day he again tried it, and was put to sleep in two minutes, but recovered in 
two minutes more, and shortly after began laughing in a hysterical manner, and 
soon fell into violent convulsions, so as to require the united efforts of several 
people to hold him down in bed; he then got rigors, cold perspirations, and sick¬ 
ness of the stomach; his pulse sometimes fell very low, and, when the excite¬ 
ment was coming on, it would rise to 100. He remained in this uncertain state 
for two hours, and then expressed a wish to sleep. Under the operation of the 
chloroform there was a complete loss of muscular power, except during the con¬ 
vulsions.— Dublin Medical Press. 

Mr. Wm. W. Gull relates in the Lond. Med. Gaz., (Dec. 1847,) the case of a 
boy, mt. 11, under the care of Mr. Cock at Guy’s Hospital, for disease of the knee- 
joint, and for which it was determined to divide the tendons of the flexors. The 
boy was in good health, but his nervous system a little weakened from confine¬ 
ment to bed; his heart and lungs sound. A small quantity of chloroform, not ex¬ 
ceeding thirty drops, was put upon a cone of bibulous paper, and placed over his 
mouth and nose. In less than a minute he was entirely insensible, the pupils 
becoming widely dilated, and the pulse small and frequent. As the operation 
was being proceeded with, his consciousness partly returned, and a few drops 
of the chloroform were put on a handkerchief and applied to the nose. He 
was instantly affected, and to such a degree that there was the greatest appre¬ 
hension of his never rallying; the pulse was very feeble, 56; the breathing so 
indistinct as scarcely to be distinguished ; the face pale, lips congested; the symp¬ 
toms of collapse extreme. Ammonia vims employed, and, after about five mi- 
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nutes, he gave two or three deep inspirations : it was however, more than fifteen 
minutes before he was so far himself as to be considered out of danger. Sub¬ 
sequently a small quantity of brandy was administered. He complained of 
headache. For a long time after he recovered his special senses and power of 
motion, general and perfect anaesthesia of this surface existed. The boy subse¬ 
quently entirely recovered. 

52. Pneumonia Coming on after Inhalation of Ether. —At a meeting of the Medico- 
Chirurgical Soc. of Edin., May, 1847, Dr. Bennett mentioned the following case 
of pneumonia coming on after ether inhalation. “ A gentleman had been confined 
for a fortnight with inflamed glands in the groin, which suppurated. He was 
anxious to have the ether before they were opened, which was given, and pro¬ 
duced its full effects in three minutes. The ether employed was of the greatest 
purity, and had been manufactured for the purpose of inhalation. Dr. Simpson’s 
instrument was used. The patient afterwards stated that he had felt the abscess 
opened, although there ate some grounds for doubting the accuracy of the state¬ 
ment. He experienced the most pleasant sensations, and described himself as 
being in elysium for some time even after consciousness had returned. In a few 
hours great mental depression supervened. After ten hours there was a distinct 
rigor, followed by high fever, with mental hallucination. Next day all the symp¬ 
toms and signs of pneumonia were made manifest, and there was subsequently 
dullness on percussion, crepitating rale on the right side inferiorly, slight cough, 
with rusty coloured sputa. He recovered under the usual remedies. This gentle¬ 
man had been in bed for a fortnight; he lived in a warm room. There had been 
no exposure to cold, or indeed any other appreciable cause, except the inhalation 
of ether.— Loud, and Edin. Month. Journ. for June, 1847. 

53. Injurious Effects from Inhalation of Ether. —Mr. Eastmart has published the 
case of a boy, who had compound fracture of the left thigh. Amputation was per¬ 
formed when he was under the influence of ether. With the conclusion of the 
operation the difficulties and anxieties of the case commenced, for the patient was 
in such a state of exhaustion and intoxication, that his life became endangered, 
and he died three hours subsequently. The state of the brain during this period 
was peculiarly distressing. There were alternate manifestations of excitement and 
depression of the sensorial powers; at one time resembling delirium, at another 
like approaching syncope, and again, like violent intoxication.— Ibid. 

54. Death from Ether Inhalation. —M. Piedagnel reported to the Medical Society 
of Emulation, June 2, 1847, the following case, in which he did not hesitate to 
attribute the death of the patient to the inhalation of ether. 

A patient was admitted into M. P.’s wards with a slight cough and uneasiness. 
One of the residents made him respire the vapour of ether on three consecutive 
days, without producing insensibility, as he proposed to extract a tooth. The 
first day the inspiration was continued for twenty minutes, the second, thirty mi¬ 
nutes. Finally the patient determined to have the tooth extracted without etheri¬ 
zation. He was afterwards attacked with loquacious delirium and died. Autopsy 
showed that he had intense arachnitis. M. P. is convinced that the ether was the 
cause of this inflammation. In answer to a question, M. P. stated that the etheri¬ 
zation was made under his own eyes, and with an approved valvular apparatus. 

55. Death Produced by Chloroform. —Dr. T. N. Meggison relates ( Med. Times, 
Feb. 5th, 1848,) the following case in which death resulted from the inhalation of 
chloroform. 

“The patient, a fine grown girl of fifteen, had been suffering for some time past 
from onychia of the left great toe, the matrix appearing involved extensively. 
After consulting with Mr. Lloyd, my assistant, we deemed it absolutely necessary 
that the nail and matrix should be completely removed. I ought to say that about 
a year previously, the nail of the other great toe had been removed at the New¬ 
castle Infirmary; but, the matrix having been left, the disease had spread, and 
induced necrosis of the distal phalanges of the toe, rendering amputation neces¬ 
sary, the propriety of which we merely urged, thinking to do it after the operation 
had been performed on the other foot. 



